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What is the FACADatabase? 
 

The FACA database is a specialized, Federal Government, interagency, information-sharing, data 
driven web application.  The implementation of the Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA) originally 
required that, in addition to the specific procedures which federal advisory committees in the agencies must 
follow, specific data items about advisory committees be collected by the President annually and 
transmitted formally to Congress for review.  The data collection, summarization, analysis, and 
transmission was completed within a calendar year framework in the seventies.  When Congress changed 
government budget management to a Fiscal Year (FY) time frame, 10/1/---- through 9/30/----, data 
collection shifted to the first quarter of the new FY, 10/1/---- through 12/31/----, and the report was issued 
as soon as it could be prepared.  This paper based data collection, collation, summarization, and publication 
continued, with minor changes in data items, content, and presentation, for 26 years, from 1972 through 
1998.  The process began each FY with the more than 1000 committees throughout the government 
submitting reports on approved forms and in a common format to their agencies, with some of the reports 
hundreds of pages long due to the number of members and meetings.  The agencies duplicated the reports 
as required, totaled the numeric data, and sent sets of duplicates and totals to the Committee Management 
Secretariat (CMS) at the General Services Administration (GSA).   The Secretariat spent much of the next 
year combining the committee reports, arranged by agency, into multiple loose-leaf binder sets for 
shipment to the Library of Congress and for internal reference, while simultaneously summarizing and 
analyzing the numeric data by agency and government wide totals.  A printed summary report was 
transmitted annually to Congress over the President’s signature. 

 
In 1997 a web-based database, found at http://facadatabase1997-2013.faca.gov/, was developed to 

collect and report that data.  In 1999, Congress required the implementation of the “Report Reduction Act” 
passed in 1995, which ended “the printed and transmitted hard-copy annual report.”  However, the same 
data has continued to be collected to comply with the Annual Comprehensive Review (ACR) requirement 
of FACA. This online, publicly accessible, data-collection and management application has been used by 
Congress, the President, federal agencies, the Committee Management Secretariat, and the public to have 
complete, real time access to Federal Advisory Committee data via the Internet in a read-only mode, from 
1997 through the present.  In 2013, a revised and updated version of the FACADatabase, found at 
http://facadatabase.gov/ replaced the original system for use by the FACA community. 

 
FACA continues to require that the agencies, through their Committee Management Officers (CMOs), 

provide information about the agency’s advisory committees for the ACR.  The FACADatabase 
accommodates and builds upon that requirement by allowing the continual updating of committee 
information throughout the reporting year and providing ongoing committee-management functionality.  
When the FACA community began keeping the data continuously up-to-date, the community converted the 
system and the process of record keeping from a focus on history and reporting, to a focus on management 
and immediate relevancy.  With timely updates, the system became more useful to everyone.  Users ranged 
from the public interested in a specific issue, to the agency official wanting an overview of specific 
committee activity, to the agency manager who wanted a broader view of committee activity across the 
agency, to researchers at the Library of Congress, to congressional or executive branch staff with oversight 
responsibility. 
 
What kind of data has been collected? 
 

At the committee level, the program collects and displays 
• Charters and related information, 
• Members and their appointment information, 
• Costs, 
• The agency’s recommendation for continuation or termination of the committee, 
• The number of the committee’s recommendations to the agency and the action taken on the 

recommendations, 
• Report titles, publication dates, and the text of the report if uploaded to the system, 

http://facadatabase1997-2013.faca.gov/
http://facadatabase.gov/


 3 

• Meeting purposes, dates, location, whether the meetings were open or closed, and the minutes or 
transcript if uploaded to the system, 

• Activity and justification (raison d’etre) committee information, 
• DFO appointment and contact information, 
• Committee Decision Maker contact information, 
• Web site addresses for the committee, or for accessing committee information like the minutes, 

reports, and recommendations,  
• Committee interest or issue areas, and 
• The history data available for the committee and its subcommittees since 1997. 
This information exists for each committee and is aggregated by the agency as well as by the whole 
government, by year.  The database does not require meeting announcements, although proposed future 
meetings can be listed.  Some of the agencies and committees upload their meeting minutes and/or reports 
to this system.  Some of the committees also put their meeting minutes, transcripts, meeting content 
information, reports, and recommendations to the agency on their committee web site or the agency web 
site.  While the law and associated regulation requires that the minutes and reports be maintained in a 
central and accessible location, during the active life of the committee, the law and associated regulation do 
not yet require that the minutes and reports be uploaded to this system. 
 

At the agency level, the program collects, totals, accesses, and/or displays all the information available 
mentioned above by committee.  The program also collects, totals, accesses, and displays information that 
includes 

• A current year list of agency advisory committees and the committees’ update status, 
• An agency totals report of the distribution among committees of establishment authorities and 

committee functions, and the total meetings, reports, costs, and members, 
• A listing of committee DFOs with their contact information, and 
• A complete set of the committee reports for all the committees in the agency, 

Most of the meetings and work of federal advisory committees are considered public information, and all 
the data stored in the system except for committee members e-mail addresses and zip codes are available 
for downloading and viewing. 
 
How does a member of the public use the system? 
 

The FACA states that each agency shall establish uniform administrative guidelines and management 
controls for advisory committees created by that agency, and that each agency shall maintain systematic 
information on the nature, functions, and operations of each advisory committee within its jurisdiction.  
The law directs that the head of each agency that has an advisory committee shall designate an Advisory 
Committee Management Officer (CMO) who shall – 

• Exercise control and supervision over the establishment, procedures, and accomplishments of 
advisory committees established by that agency; 

• Assemble and maintain the reports, records, and other papers of any such committee during its 
existence; and 

• Carry out, on behalf of that agency, the provisions of section 552 of title 5, United States Code, 
with respect to such reports, records, and other papers. 

The law also states that 
• There shall be designated an officer or employee of the Federal Government to chair or attend 

each meeting of each advisory committee. The officer or employee so designated is authorized, 
whenever he determines it to be in the public interest, to adjourn any such meeting. No advisory 
committee shall conduct any meeting in the absence of that officer or employee. 

• Advisory committees shall not hold any meetings except at the call of, or with the advance 
approval of, a designated officer or employee of the Federal Government, and in the case of 
advisory committees (other than Presidential advisory committees), with an agenda approved by 
such officer or employee. 

 



 4 

The FACA database system is designed to support those requirements by capturing relevant 
information when the committee is created online by the CMO, and to carry that information forward as it 
is edited and updated by the DFO or her designee from year to year until the information is no longer 
required.  When a committee is first established and chartered by an agency, the information on the 
committee is entered by the CMO or his designee and addresses most of the committee’s general 
information, membership information, and estimated cost information requirements under the law.  
Normally, when the agency CMO adds a committee to the system, the DFO is already officially appointed, 
and involved in the committee’s mission and charter.  The process is ordinarily expected to proceed as 
follows: 

• The President, Congress, or a federal official in an agency decides that advice on an issue is 
needed and that an advisory committee is the appropriate vehicle for getting that advice, 

• In the case of the President, he or she executes an executive order. 
• In the case of the Congress, the congress passes a law that includes language assigning the 

responsibility for the committee to an agency. 
• In the case of an agency, the agency, given it has the means and latitude; simply starts the process 

of developing a charter. 
• The agency uses the administrative guidelines and management controls it established under 

FACA to 
o appoint a CMO for the agency, 
o develop the charter, 
o secure members, 
o appoint the DFO for the committee being established, and 
o delegate or assign the other responsibilities established under the law. 

• The CMO 
o confers with the Committee Management Secretariat (CMS) regarding the new 

committee, 
o ensures that a DFO has been appointed, 
o creates the new committee online using the system, 
o files the charter with the appropriate congressional oversight committees and the Library 

of Congress, and 
o provides the appointed DFO and her designees with logons to the system. 

 
When notified that she has been given a logon, the DFO logs onto the system and 
• Edits all of the information entered by the CMO for completeness and accuracy.  Most DFOs 

confer with the agency CMO before changing data entered by another user, but any user given edit 
rights by a CMO to a committee’s data can make the changes they deem necessary.  Multiple users 
can change data in the same committee at the same time.  The last data saved wins. 

• Adds meetings and reports as they are scheduled or occur, 
• Adds or deletes members as they are appointed or replaced, 
• Adds or updates costs as they occur, 
• Adds, updates, changes, or clarifies the justifications, activities, and committee recommendations 

to the agency if the situation warrants, 
• Adds or updates the web addresses if a web site is created for the committee or committee 

information is available at other web sites, 
• Adds or updates the committee performance measures, 
• Adds or updates contact information as it changes.  

 
At the end of the fiscal year, the DFO, in consultation with the CMO 
• recommends the continuance or termination of the committee, and 
• verifies the accuracy and completeness of the committee data for the closing year. 

Then, at the beginning of each new fiscal year, the system carries all of the data entered for the previous 
year forward for the year, except for costs, meetings, reports, and members whose appointments have 
ended.  Terminated committees are dropped from the agency’s committee list in the fiscal year following 
their termination, but their history and information will continue to be accessible and displayed under 
various history links. 
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Finding and Using the 
System 
 

The opening screen for the FACA 
Database lists users’ options.  The address 
for the system is www.facadatabase.gov.   
Buttons and Hyperlinks control navigation 
throughout the system. The hyperlinks that 
are visible change depending upon the 
purpose of the page and the access rights of 
the user. The hyperlinks are located in the 
top border area.  Users should move from 
page to page with the links in the program 
as much as possible and avoid use of the 
browser buttons (like the “arrows”) to go 
back or forward unless directed to do so on 
the web page they are viewing, or the web 
application is displaying a report.  
 

The FACA Database is an online application.  A database and online application operate differently 
than purely informational Internet pages.  Browser buttons are designed to take the user backwards and 
forwards to pages of what may be static, unchanging, and perhaps unrelated content.  The pages of a data 
driven application change in content with every selection and filter, but have a distinct relationship with the 
preceding and following pages as the user drills down or moves back up through the data.  The user is 
involved in an online research session viewing specific, but related content in a specific context.  If the user 
navigates using the browser menu, the application’s organizing principle can be thwarted.  The underlying 
data tables are “connected” by “key” fields and the connection can be “dropped” or lost.  This happens 
rarely and the technology is continuously improving to prevent this conundrum, but a word to the wise.  If 
this should appear to have happened or be suspected, the Public Access user can always click HOME, 
which resets the “keys,” and begin anew. 

 
The 18 hyperlinks on the opening screen link to  

Log In, 
Home, 
Agencies, 
Search, 
ACR Files, 
Datasets, 
Help, 
FAQ, 
the Committee Management Secretariat Website on the GSA Portal, 
Common Questions about Federal Advisory Committees on the GSA Portal, 
The Annual Report of the President on Federal Advisory Committees – 1972-1998 list, 
the Case Digest Search online database, 
the archive FACA Database (Version 1 - 1997 - 2012), 
GSA: the GSA agency portal, 
DataCall Systems is the development contractor’s website, 
Support Team Members, and 
Security and Privacy Notice.  

http://www.efaca.gov/
http://facadatabase1997-2013.fido.gov/
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The Log In link is for users who are 
responsible for advisory committee management, 
and managing and updating the committee data. 
Users with committee management responsibilities 
can manage their individual committees as well as 
edit and update their committee’s data, users with 
agency management responsibilities can manage, 
edit, and update all of their agency’s committees, 
and the Committee Management Secretariat’s staff 
can manage, edit, and update all the agencies’ data. 
 
 
 
 

Home returns the user to the opening screen of 
the module they are logged into and using.  For the 
Public Access user, Home always returns the user 
to the first screen they viewed on the website, 
which is displayed to the right. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Agencies links to a list of agencies which 
currently have advisory committees. 
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The agency 
list can change 
from year to 
year, because 
not every 
agency has an 
advisory 
committee 
every year.  The 
user can select 
the agency with 
the committees 
in which they 
have an interest.  The Agencies screen is discussed in more detail later in this manual. 
 

The Search link allows the user to 
Search for data in multiple ways: Search for 
Committee by Name or Number requires 
the Advisory Committee ID number or part 
of the Committee name, and the selection of 
the Current year or History; Search for 
Committee by Interest Area requires 
selecting a topic of interest to the committee; 
Search FACA Documents allows a text 
search of all the documents uploaded to the 
database system; Database Search provides 
a query tool for committee data; Members 
Search provides a query tool for member 
data; Case Digest Search searches FACA 
Case Law; or use the USA.Gov Search 
engine.  The search features are described in more detail later in the manual. 
 

ACR Files 
lists the sets of 
reports prepared 
each year at the 
end of the Annual 
Comprehensive 
Review 
conducted by the 
Secretariat each 
fiscal year.  
These reports are 
consistent with 
the committee 
data reports 
which were 
prepared for 
inclusion in the 
Annual Report of 
the President to 
Congress on Federal Advisory Committees which was produced from 1972 through 1998, and are provided 
to allow historical comparisons. 
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Datasets lists the 
complete datasets of Federal 
Advisory Committee data 
available for download by 
Fiscal Year since 1997. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Help accesses the help manuals for the different types of users of the FACA Database and explains the 
syntax, terms, and meaning of items of information that are collected in the database.  Each user role sees a 
set of system pages individually customized for the users’ tasks.  The manuals are pdf documents. 

 
Frequently Asked 

Questions (FAQs) are a 
growing list of questions 
which allows the public 
user to interact with the 
data in areas of common 
interest.  Use of these 
questions is discussed 
later in this text. 
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The Committee Management 
Secretariat Website on the GSA Portal 
links the user to the Committee 
Management Secretariat’s 
organizational and guidance pages.  The 
URL for the Committee Management 
Secretariat organizational page is 
www.gsa.gov/faca. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Common Questions about Federal 
Advisory Committees links to an 
interactive page set which is a different view 
of the FAQs list.  It displays data results 
from the FACA Database in response to the 
most commonly asked questions posed 
regarding Federal Advisory Committees. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Annual Report of the 

President on Federal Advisory 
Committees – 1972-1998 links to a 
scanned set of the reports prepared 
by the Committee Management 
Secretariat yearly from 1972 
through 1998, and sent to the 
Congress annually over the 
President’s signature, reporting the 
status of Federal Advisory 
Committees.  The printed report 
was discontinued as part of the 
Reports Reduction Act in 1999. 
  

http://www.efaca.gov/
http://www.efaca.gov/
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Case Digest Search 
links to a searchable 
compilation of the case 
law concerned with 
FACA from 1972 through 
the present.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FACA Database (Version 1 - 1997 - 
2012) links to the original version of the 
FACA Database, which was replaced by the 
current version in FY 2013.  All of the data 
and reports found in the original version have 
been migrated to the current version of the 
system. 
 

Lastly, the footer links, which include 
GSA: the GSA agency portal, 
DataCall Systems: the development contractor’s website, 
Support Team Members, and 
Security and Privacy Notice.  
These links are extraneous to the application, included to address other Web Site and GSA requirements, 
and are not described further. 
 
The Agencies Link and the Application’s Drill Down Feature 
 

When the user clicks the Agencies link, the program presents an Agencies page listing all the agencies 
that have advisory committees during the current year.  In addition to the links on the Home page discussed 
briefly in the previous pages, the Agencies page has a Government-Wide Reports link and some of the 
data fields are hot links as well.  The reports will be discussed below.  The page also features sort able 
column headings and searchable filters.  Clicking on the column heading sorts the column.  The Agency 
Details hot links provide more information about the agencies, and the Web Site column shows the agency 
URL. 

 
  

http://facadatabase1997-2013.fido.gov/
http://facadatabase1997-2013.fido.gov/
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If field contents, like the agency names in the screen shot, are underlined, they are drill-down hot links 
that link directly to another page.  In this case, clicking on Department of Commerce links to that 
agency’s Committees List on another page. 

 
The Government-Wide Reports link 

displays on the Agencies List page displays 
totals for data of interest for all the committees, 
summed, for the current year.  Where a 
historical version of the Totals or Statistics 
reports would be desirable for comparison 
purposes, those reports are available back to 
1997.  If reports are not accessed via a link that 
includes the word “history,” the report is based 
on data from the current, active Fiscal Year. 
 
 

The same kinds of reports which are 
available government-wide are available at the 
agency level when the user has drilled down to 
the Committees List for an agency. 
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The “Totals for All Committees” Report 
for the Department of Commerce.  The 
government wide and agency reports will be 
discussed later in this manual. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Drill-Down feature continues on the Committees List page, with its own sorting, filtering, and hot 
link capabilities.  The Committees List page also displays when the committee data was last updated and if 
the committee has a web site.  Clicking on a Committee Name drills down to the committee data for that 
specific committee and provides additional links for data display. 

 
 
The screen shot displays data for the Bureau of 

Economic Analysis Advisory Committee.  The links 
above the data allow the user to move to different 
sections of the committee’s data.  If there have been 
multiple meetings held for the year, or if there are pages 
of members, or a list of reports, the Committee 
Meetings, Committee Members, and Committee 
Reports links display the lists.  If there are charters, or 
the committee has subcommittees, or the committee has 
existed for several years, the Charters and Related 
Docs, Subcommittees, and Committee History links 
display that data and additional links to allow further 
exploration.  Finally, the Management link provides 
some summary reports of the committee’s data and 
statistics. 

 
Data is presented in 3 columns.  The first column is 

the name of the field of data, the second column is data entered by a committee manager, and the third 
column is data entry help, which is not displayed in this screen shot, contains directions for proper data 
entry, and explains the data item. 
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Members and Meetings Data 
 

 
 

Members and Meetings are presented as a list of 
information about the members or meetings 
arranged in separate rows for each member or 
meeting.  Sometimes the list pages do not provide all 
the detail regarding a specific member or meeting 
that is available, so clicking on the Member Details 
or Meeting Details link is necessary to see the 
remaining data fields for the particular member or 
particular meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To check on the historical data for the 
committee, the user can click on the year of 
interest from the page linked to by the 
Committee History link.  The same data 
elements that are available for the current 
year are available for all the previous years, 
beginning with the year that data from the 
particular advisory committee was first 
collected with this on-line system. 
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The Bureau of Economic Analysis Advisory Committee data from FY 2008. 
 

 
 
Search 
 

 The FACA Search page, accessed by the Search 
link from the top menu on all of the display pages, 
contains six distinct methods for searching the contents 
of the system: 

• Committee Name or Number, from either 
the Current active year or from any Historical 
year in the system, 

• Committee Interest Area, which also has 
some syntax and nomenclature which is 
explained in Advanced Interest Area Search 
which can allow more precise searches. 

• Search FACA Documents, which searches 
the more than 30,000 documents uploaded to the system, 

• Database Search, and 
• Members Search. 

There are also two ways to search related areas which are: 
Case Digest Search, which searches FACA case law, and Search USA.Gov, which links to the USA.Gov 
web site. 
 
Search for Committee by Name or Number 
 

By entering the committee number 
if it is known, or part of the 
committee’s name, like Cancer, and 

then selecting either Current for the current year, or 
History for a previously captured FY, and finally clicking 
the Search by Name or Number button, the user is 
presented with a list of committees.   Then by clicking on a 
specific name presented as a link, like the National Cancer 
Advisory Board-960, the user is presented with a 
Committee Menu page for the selected FY’s information on 
the chosen committee. 
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From the Committee Menu page, the user can find out what data was posted to the committee thus far 
the current fiscal year. 

 
 
Search for Committee by Interest Area 

 
 By selecting an interest areas from 

the Interest Area list, the user displays a 
list of committees that have been 
identified by their DFOs as having a 
focus on that Interest Area.  This 
search is limited to committees from 
the current, active FY. 

 
Selecting Air Traffic from the 

list and clicking the Search by 
Interest Area button presents a 
committee list that includes some 
advisory committees you would 
expect, and some that you might not.  
The user can click on any of the Committee links to see the Committee Menu page for that committee. 

 
Spend a few minutes thinking about the term “air 

traffic”, and you can imagine how some of the 
committees above made the list.  For more precision you 
might want to use the Search by Interest Area’s 
“Advanced Interest Area Search” feature to add some 

additional criteria and limit the eventual result set derived from the choices 
you make. 

 
When the user clicks on the link for Advanced Interest Area Search, 

the user can select multiple criteria from the page by clicking a check mark 
in the various boxes.  When the Search button is clicked, the resulting 
committee list will only include committees where all the selections made 
by the searcher were included by the DFO when he or she selected the 
committee’s interest areas.   
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In the example above, clicking Fish and Wildlife in addition to Air 
Traffic results in a much more limited list of committees, which you see to 
the right.  This approach is more likely to include the advisory committee 
that the user hopes to find.  A problem, of course, is that the DFO for the 
committee in which the user is interested might not have included the same 
criteria identified by the interested user, when the DFO selected the interest areas for his or her committee.  
Or, the DFO may not have updated the interest area selections recently, so the criteria can be both dated as 
well as subjective.   The user can easily miss getting their desired committee in the group by being too 
specific and targeted. 
 
Searching FACA Documents 

 
Certain documents associated with FACA advisory committees are required by the act to be sent to the 

Library of Congress for accession by the public (committee charters and committee reports), and all 
documents associated with each FACA advisory committee are to be accessible in a single location for the 
life of a committee.  While many of those documents are now available on line, that access has been a 
recent development.  Since 2000 the FACADatabase system has allowed, but not required, DFOs, CMOs, 
and Secretariat staff to upload any documents associated with advisory committees so that they can be 
textually searched on line.  When last checked the file set exceeded 20 GB in size and 30,000 files.  Since 
each document’s file name includes the committee number, searching for text or text phrases is also a 
useful way to locate an advisory committee of interest. 

 
 

As seen below, a search on “anthrax” produces 14 pages of 10 documents each page with the word 
“anthrax” searched for as either part of the file name or from within the text content of the documents.  The 
search produces a table of “relevant” documents and the filenames of the documents can lead the user back 
to the advisory committee which produced or utilized the document. 
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An examination of the “Query Syntax” rules provided by Microsoft allows for more customized and 
specific document searches. 

 
The Database Search 
 

The Database Search link displays the Database Search page.  
The FACADatabase is a live, working tool for the Advisory 
Committee community, and the data is stored in two separate sets of 
tables.  One set is devoted to the current fiscal year where data is 
changed and updated, and one set is devoted to all the completed 
historical years where the data has been checked and verified and can 
no longer be changed.   A user must decide which set of data 
they wish to search. 

 
The user can select from the different categories of 

information to fine-tune a search.   Pull down menus have been 
provided and the user can combine any of the categories.  It is 
possible to select and combine criteria that result in no records 
being found, especially since data from the current year is often 
not completed until the federal users are urged to bring 
everything up to date for the ACR. 

 
 The Database Search does allow the user to pose a query 

to the database and get the response back as a report that can be 
saved in different formats. 

 
A possible inquiry as shown by the example selections 

made in the form to the right could be articulated as “Give me 
all the committees current active that are chartered, 
recommended to continue, and spending money but had no 
meetings and no reports listed.”  The report is on the next 
page. 
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The user can decide to save the search result as a spreadsheet file, an XML file (useful if you want to load 
the data into a database), or an ASCII file (a text file that can be used in any word processor).  The query 
criteria are displayed in the search code used in the database in case the user wants to check whether the 
logic reflects their intention and they wish refine the query further. 
 

 
In addition to a committee list, the user can opt for a member list based on the same or different query.  

The response data set will always contain the same set of fields for the Committee List report, and a 
consistent but different set of fields for the Member List report.  The record-set will change based upon the 
search criteria. 
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The Members Search 
 

Since there are more than 65,000 citizens 
contributing their time to advisory committee 
concerns in any given year, the system would be 
incomplete without a Member Search capability.  
There are limitations to our member data, 
however, and most of those limitations are self-
imposed.  This is a publicly accessible database 
and the database contains no more private, 
personal information than the minimum that 
FACA requires.  The citizens contributing their 
time improve the effective functioning of the 
federal government are identified by name and 
occupation or affiliation. 
 
Members Characteristics Search 
 

The Members Characteristics Search page allows searching the current Member table or the 
Member history table by any or all of the listed characteristics.  Searching all agencies for members with a 
last name like Fussell (not an overly common name) produces the page below.  Since data is collected by 
Fiscal Year, and members serve for multiple years, a search like this one which involved more than one 
year would produce some duplication. 

 
 
Member Search By Agency 
 

The Members by Agency Search produces a list of committee members contributing their time to a 
particular agency for a particular year.  When using this feature, it is useful to remember that some groups 
and some agencies are very large.  The Department of Health and Human Services [HHS] would have a list 
more than 30,000 members long during any single year.   Downloading a report of that length is likely to 
hang up, so retrieving a dataset for the year is more efficient. 
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Case Digest Search 
 

Case Digest Search links to the searchable legal case file database mentioned above on page 9.  The 
user can search all of the fields for specific text or phrases, or can search for cases groups by Subject Matter 
category. 

 
 
USA.Gov 
 

Search USA.Gov links to the USA.GOV web site. 
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FAQs 
 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) are a growing list of 
questions which allows the public user to interact with the data 
in areas of common interest.  While some users may want to 
explore the Database Search options to find the data they seek, 
the FAQs may satisfy your curiosity with less effort.  The 
process is to simply click on the question, select from a few 
drop-downs, and review the results.  For instance, the first 

question: “What 
Federal advisory 
committees exist (by 
name) and what 
agency manages their work?”, produces a screen asking for an 
agency and a Fiscal Year, which, when supplied, produces this 
report.  Clicking on the desired committee’s hyperlink take the 
user to the committee menu page where the user can drill in 
further to examine details. 
 

Other Reports and Drilling Down into the Data 
 

 
 

The system provides various government wide reports which interest the FACA community at large. 
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Committees Verify 
 
The Committees Verify Report allows the FACA community to track the progress of the agencies in 

conducting and completing the Annual Comprehensive Review (ACR) required by law. 
 

 
 
Performance Measures (ACR) Totals 
 

 Clicking the Performance Measures 
Totals link displays the Performance 
Measures report.  The Performance Measures 
report looks at the work of and the results 
produced by advisory committees at a “30 
thousand foot”, summary level.  For example, 
the number of recommendations reportedly 
produced by committees thus far after 40 plus 
years of work by thousands of committees 
holding tens of thousands of meetings can 
number in the millions.  For the details of what 
actual recommendations have been produced by 
specific committees, the user should contact the 
committee or check the reports filed with the 
Library of Congress. 
 

Since the advisory committee community 
includes grant making committees every 
proposed grant award is considered a separate 
recommendation.  In those cases, the 
committees involved can produce many thousands of recommendations a year, whereas the more usual 
committees might produce ten to twenty recommendations after years of deliberation and investigation. 
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The Performance Measure report also has a history component for 
previously completed years if the user is interested in what was the 
Performance Measure report of the result in an archived Fiscal Year 
(dating back to 2003 when performance measure reporting was added to 
the system). 
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Government Totals Report 
 

The GOV Totals report link presents the totals for what were originally the data items of interest and 
concern to Congress for the first 26 years of the FACA Annual Reports.  Congress and the President 
generally wanted to know for measurement purposes, 

• The number of new committees, 
• The number of terminated committees, 
• The distribution of the committees established by Congress or the President or Agencies, 
• The general focus of the committees, 
• The number of reports submitted, 
• The number of meetings held and whether the meetings were open or closed, 
• The total cost to the government, and 
• The number of people involved. 

The Government Wide Totals report also has both Current and History components and to view the results 
for 2014 the user would select the history component, enter the year for 2014, and click Continue to see 
the result displayed below. 

 
 
Government Wide Statistics 
 

 The Government Wide Statistics Report link displays 
the Government Wide Statistics report which is used to get 
a quick view of what kind of users were active in the past 
week. 
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Committee Management Officer Report 
 

The CMO Report link displays the CMO Report page with the Committee Management Officer list 
for that year. 

 
Administratively Inactive Committees Report 
 

The Administratively Inactive Committees Report link displays the Committees which have been 
designated administratively inactive because they have completed their work but cannot be terminated 
because they were established by legislation without a sunset date. 
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Drilling Down and Examining Agency and Committee Data 
 
Sorting the Columns on the Agency List Page 
 

 Sorting the column can help 
the user to find an item in the list 
more efficiently.  By clicking on 
the column headings (Name or 
Abbreviation, Details, or Web 
Site) the user can order the display 
by that column.  The first click 
sorts in ascending (A-Z or low to 
high) order.  Subsequent clicks 
reverse the previous order.  An 
arrow indicates whether the order 
is ascending or descending.  The 
screen to the right is sorted by the 
Agency Abbreviation in ascending order. 
 
Selecting an Agency and Drilling Down to a Committee List  
 

 With an agency (DOD) 
in mind, the user can drill 
down to the next level (i.e., 
from agencies down to a list 
of the agency’s committees) 
by clicking on the 
hyperlinked agency name. 

 
In addition to a list of the 

agency active committees, the 
Committee List page’s 
Agency Reports also 
produces a Committees 
Verify report that is used by 
the agency CMO to check the 
status of the agency progress 
on the ACR, which occurs 
from September through 
December of each year. 
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Selecting a hyperlinked Committee 
Name from the Committee List page 
displays the General Information on the 
committee from the current year and links 
to committee meetings, members, reports, 
and subcommittees if they exist and if the 
data has been reported already for the 
current year.  The committee will also 
have links to previous years’ data if the committee has existed for years and the history has been captured 
from 1997 to the present. 
 
The General Information Page 
 

The General Information page 
actually has four components, 

• the General Information 
section of the committee, 
much of which doesn’t 
change from year to year, 

• the agency 
Recommendations/Justifica-
tions section regarding the 
committee’s raison d’etre, 

• the Performance Measures 
for the committee, and 

• the committee’s Costs. 
 

The Recommendations/Justifications hyperlink displays some background on the committee.  This 
section is easily misinterpreted.  It does not report the committee recommendations to the government 
official or agency the committee advises.  This page actually provides information on how the committee 
came to be and the agency’s recommendations regarding the continued usefulness of the committee. 
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The Performance Measures section is the data entry area for that part of the committee’s reporting, 

and 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
the Costs section displays the reported costs.  A common misconception of Advisory Committee costs 
derives from the fact that committee costs are usually paid out of an agency’s annual appropriation and are 
not a separate line item in the agency’s budget.  Committees set up by the Congress or the President may 
have their own budgets, but the funds which pay the costs for most advisory committees are from other 
agency programs which usually receive the committee’s advice.  The returns from the advice provided are 
expected to justify the funds lost to other activities. 
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Meetings, Members, and Reports Pages 
 
The data provided on Committee Meetings, Committee Members, and Committee Reports is provided 

on pages displayed with a list format.  The list of meeting records allows the user to see a set of records of 
all the meetings by showing a subset of the most informative fields.  When a list is shown, the user can drill 
down to see further detail on a particular record with the “Details” link in the leftmost column of the list. 

 
Subcommittees 

 
Some committees do a great deal of their background and preparatory work in subcommittees and the 

information provided on subcommittees can rival that provided on their parent committees for 
completeness.  The system does support the capture and display of subcommittee data if the agency and 
DFOs choose to provide them here online rather than requiring a request for such at their agency office.  
Some committees also maintain their own web sites and provide access to subcommittee information at that 
site. 
 

The “Defense Science Board’s” Meetings, Members, and Reports, for the “Countering Violent 
Extremism” subcommittee could be stored at this location in the FACADatabase. 
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Documents 
   

Documents like 
meeting minutes or 
presenters comments or 
reports can be uploaded 
to the meeting and 
report records created 
for meetings and reports 
by the committee DFO, 
and once stored, can be 
retrieved from the 
system by the public 
user.  Some agencies 
and DFOs store many of 
their documents in this 

system, while others maintain 
them on a committee web site, or 
have them available in an agency 
office.  Copies of committee 
charters and committee reports are 
required by the law (FACA) to be 
sent to the Library of Congress 
and can also be accessed there. 
 
 
 
 

 
Charters and Other Docs 
 

When an advisory committee is 
chartered by filing the Federal 
Advisory Committee Act compliant 
charter with the agency’s 
congressional oversight committees, a 
copy of the charter is provided to the 
Secretariat by uploading an electronic 
final copy to this on-line database, 
which is considered to be the official 
repository for the Committee 
Management Secretariat.  The charter 
is also sent to the Library Of 
Congress, as the legislation has 
required since it was passed in 1972.  
Some agencies maintain a very 
complete record of a committee’s re-
chartering and filing history by 
uploading internal and external 
process documents associated with 
the chartering process and the 
committee’s Membership Balance Plan.  All uploaded documents can be retrieved and reviewed or 
downloaded. 
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The Management link 
 

The Management link serves different 
purposes for different sets of users.  For the public 
user it provides a Committee Report, a 
Performance Measures report for the current 
active year of the committee, and a Charter Dates 
Report for the committee.  Historical Committee 
Reports and Performance Measures Reports for the 
previous years that the committee was in existence are available under the Committee History link. 
 
The Committee Report 
 

The Committee Report 
presents the data captured in 
the system’s data entry 
fields, except for the 
Performance Measure data, 
in an organized fashion in a 
single report. 
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Performance Measure Report for a Committee 
 

The Performance Measure report is not included in the Committee Report because, as a component 
of advisory committee management and data collection, the need was defined much later.  Like the 
Committee Report, the Performance Measures report presents the relevant data in a more readable 
format than that provided by the Performance Measures data entry and update screen(s). 

 
 
Charter Dates Report for a Committee 
 

The Charter Dates Report shows the 
charter dates data for the committee. 
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Committee History 
 
For many advisory 

committees, the current year is 
only the latest in many years of 
work and service to the nation in 
the context of providing useful 
recommendations to agencies of 
the federal government.  The 
Committee History link accesses 
the records of those previous 
years back to 1997 or to whatever 
year the committee was first 
established after 1997.   All of the 
data captured and all of the 
documents uploaded are retained 
in the system, including the data 
and documents for committees 
that have been terminated in the 
years between 1997 and the present. 

 
 
Designated Federal Official (DFO) Information 
 

The DFO Information is 
found on the General Information 
page, and is among the lower fields 
of the general information 
component of that page.  The DFO 
assigned to the committee maintains 
the committee information during 
the reporting year.  The CMO can 
update this information as well, 
although the DFO cannot update the CMO information. 
 
Committee Management Officer (CMO) Information 
 

The CMO Information is found on the Agencies 
Detail page.  There is always a Committee Management 
Officer (CMO) for every agency with an advisory 
committee, just as there is always a Designated Federal 
Official (DFO) for each advisory committee. 
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Committee Web Site 
 

If the General Information page displays 
a Web Site link, clicking the link go directly to 
a web site for the advisory committee.  Some 
agencies’ policies’ require their committees to 
place their charters, reports, minutes, committee 
activities and meeting dates, etc. directly on 
their own web site.  Current law and regulation 
only requires charters to be uploaded to the 
FACADatabase. 
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